him lean. And Jacinto Toryho, the Anarchosyndicaiist: the same
pure,, simple Christian spirit, despite the world of heartbreak and
stratagem which has been his life for years.
It is clear: the soil and air and rhythms of our childhood form
us far more definitively than any event of adult life. War may kill
the adultj or cripple him. It Is itself effect, rather than cause, of the
adult nature which goes on; adjusted, with very little basic change
of taste or temperament or knowledge. War character forming
must be principally upon children. I should like to study the
children today In Europe.
And this is the crowning Irony of God's law: the sins of the
parents are NOT visited upon the parents (who deeply love their
sins, including war) but upon the children.
1 have been asked to lunch with Dr. Gulllerrno Rothe. I want
very much to meet him, but I prefer that it be face to face, tete-
a-tete. Even "eintimate" luncheons and dinners., at which there is
always a third, a fourth, a fifth, are dilutions. Rothe, a lawyer
from Cordoba and one of the legal junta who have captured the
country 3 is Minister of Justice, It is he who is supposed to have
shaped Argentina's solitary course in the Rio Conference. He Is the
strong man of the Cabinet; the one with most influence on Castillo.
Despite his half-German origin, Rothe Is all Hispanic. We talked
for an hour; or rather, I listened to his veiled, diffuse, tangential
words; and tried to pierce them. I asked two or three questions;
each inspired an almost endless, complicated answer.
One question: "Why, in a democratic country, at an hour when
it is crucially important for the people to explore Its own mind, the
state of siege?'5 His answer was a masterpiece of tergiversation.
The state of siege was a mere local remedy, he said3 to eliminate
the passion-rousing extremists. Had I been troubled by its restric-
tions? Dr. Rothe swore 1 never would be.
We spoke of the Rio Conference. He did not try to hide Ms
disapproval of Sumner Welles, who had come down, "with a docu-
ment in his hand for us all to sign on the dotted line." I agreed. But
did not the crisis of the hour minimize the importance of manner^
of pride, even of pundonor? If our town is burning, do we stand on
ceremony with the chap who, perhaps domineeringly, in the moment
of excitement., tells us to get together and put the fire out? He had
no answer, tilting his hot eyes upward, always smiling.
Another question: "Does not Argentina have a responsible role
In hemisphere solidarity?" The answer began with an anecdote
and ended with a stern harangue about the classic weakness of
Spain: her constant involvement in wars that did not concern her.
This had ruined Spain; this shall not ruin Argentina. She will
fight her own wars, none other,
"But Is this a war In the sense of the dynastic wars of Spain,, to
which you refer? Is this not a world re volution?5J
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